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A
U = Underhalters

Underhalters are lightweight halters designed to be worn under 
a driving bridle. The design is purposefully slim and unobtrusive, 
with a high noseband and low cheeks so that the function of 
the driving bridle is not compromised. It is convenient to be able to slip on the 
driving bridle over the halter, whilst maintaining contact via a lead rope. Some 
clubs rule that halters should be worn under or over the driving bridle during 
marathons, for safety reasons. Zilco halters are made from flexible polypropylene 
webbing and available in seven colours to suit team colours. 

W = Wool

Wool as a lining or padding material 
has been around longer than any 
synthetic alternative. It continues 
to be a popular choice due to the 
natural and enduring qualities of 
wool. Many modern wool fleece 
products are made by weaving 
genuine sheep wool into a fabric 
backing to enable machine washing 
and quicker drying. Zilco’s new 
range of harness pads for girths and 
Empathy collars incorporate this 
technology for the benefit of both 
comfort and easy maintenance.

Y = Yellow

Yellow is a bright colour ideal for 
increasing visibility, particularly when 
driving on the roads. During winter 
months, visibility is particularly important.  
Neon or reflective clothing and harness accessories will help motorists to see you 
from further away. Zilco’s Neon yellow puffer pads are attached with reflective 
tabs to improve visibility from all angles. Four sizes range from 60cm to 124cm 
and can be used under breast collars and saddles.

X = Centre of a  
    dressage arena

The famous centre of a dressage arena! Most dressage tests start and finish 
with a salute on the centre line at X and G. X also marks the midpoint in 
numerous other movements, so it is a marker worthy of great respect.  
The first movement of many tests involves a straight entry with a halt and 
salute at X. In some tests, the mark is based on A to X. In others, it may 
include A to X to C. As such, what happens at X carries a lot of weight 
for the first judge’s score. A bit of investment in the practice of a straight 
approach, balanced halt on X and a good immobile halt during the salute 
can pay dividends. It is the judge’s first impression, and when done well 
can achieve a high mark. With a bit of patience and attention to detail, 
all horses and ponies can be trained to carry out this movement well, 
regardless of size, shape or inherent dressage stardom abilities. For the 
judges at the sides of the arena, they will see very clearly the quality of 
the halt. The judge at C will have a perfect view of straightness down the 
centre line. When done well, it not only creates a good first impression, 
but will put the driver in a positive frame of mind for the rest of the test.   
Depending on the test being driven, other movements will cross X. It is a 
marker that the judge can clearly see, so correct positioning throughout 
the test is important to avoid losing marks for accuracy.V = Vibrant Colours

Safety helmets are primarily for protection, but 
synchronising the colour schemes of your turnout 
is one of the fun parts of driving. Competitors 
become instantly recognisable for their team colours 
and individual identity. Driving activities have safety 
requirements that may vary from one discipline to another, 
so it is important to check what level of protection is correct for 
your chosen activity or area. Zilco’s Oscar Vibe helmets are constructed to meet 
safety standard VG1. They come in a satin or matte metallic finish in a choice of 
six colours. The three sizes are adjustable via a dial system. This is a useful feature 
for driving in particular, due to the different people who may ride on the carriage 
and require different sized helmets.  

Z = Zilco

Zilco has been manufacturing equestrian products for nearly 60 years. It was one 
of the first companies to use modern synthetic materials in place of leather and 
continues to innovate in order to meet the challenging demands of today’s driving 
sports. Specialist activities like driving have very specific requirements. Design and 
construction need to be very focused to take into account different driving activities 
and evolving carriage designs. Zilco’s long experience and high standards enable it 
to stay at the forefront of harness production in a worldwide market. 
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