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A = Axles

At the beginning of each driving season, it is a good practice to check the 
condition of your vehicle’s running gear.  Axles are generally low maintenance 
but over time, wheel bearings can become worn, rusted or dry. Make a point of 
raising each wheel in turn off the ground, and spinning it to check for any sign 

of resistance or unevenness.  Any 
impediment to the smooth and easy 
rotation of the wheel can translate into 
a greater load for the horse to pull.  If 
bearings are worn or dry, this can lead 
to heat build up which could seize up 
the wheel completely.  It should be easy 
to check if the wheel will spin easily 
and silently.  Most reputable vehicle 

manufacturers offer a service to check all working parts of the vehicle.  If this is not 
practical, a capable mechanic should be able to carry out routine maintenance. 

B = Brakes.  Breechings  

Both brakes and breechings 
work independently or 
together to slow the carriage 
and prevent it running 
onto the horse or pushing 
excessively on the shafts or 
pole. For a vehicle without 
brakes, the horse’s weight 
against the breeching acts 
as the means to slow and 
stop the vehicle.  Correct 
adjustment is needed to 
ensure that there is enough 
space for the horse to move 
freely when in draft, while allowing the bearing surface of the breeching to 
engage with the hindquarters when going downhill.  When using a vehicle 
without breeching (commonly seen with pairs and team wheelers), the 
efficiency of the brakes is essential.  The beginning of the season should 
be a time to check the condition of brake discs, linkages, and brake fluid 
levels.  The adjustment of brakes should be appropriate for the weight 
of the carriage, and allow gentle feathering of the brakes so they can be 
applied gradually.  A diligent driver will always be watching the slack in 
the traces when traveling downhill, to ensure that the vehicle is being 
held back enough to allow the horses to proceed comfortably.  The traces 
should have enough slack to indicate that the brakes are controlling the 
momentum of the vehicle.    

D = Dressage

The principles for both ridden and driven dressage are the same: to perform a 
set sequence of movements whilst showing a harmonious relationship between 
rider/driver and horse that demonstrates obedience, suppleness, balance and 
communication.  The different levels of dressage allow for gradual progression 
all the way from simple movements appropriate for the early stages of training, 
all the way through to advanced tests that really challenge the relationship and 
abilities of both horse and driver.  The various tests at different levels form useful 
benchmarks for both competitive and non-competitive drivers, to gauge their 
level of expertise and the ability of their horse.

C = Clipping and Coats

Spring and autumn are the seasons when 
horses shed their coats.  The increase in 
daylight hours can very quickly start the 
shedding process. Whether a horse is 
clipped, part clipped or not clipped at all, 
the hair is loose and more prone to being 
rubbed away under harness pressure 
points.  For a few weeks, it is not uncommon 
to see irregularities in the coat, in particular 
under breastplates, saddles and girths. 
During the coat change period, it is a good 
idea to compensate with extra padding 
until the new fur has established itself.  

Extra Options & Choices
Classic pair harness can be supplied with Empathy 
collars. (Page 55)
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